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offered worship and in return he gives his blessings and
returns to the same place from whence he had started, again
dancing off the whole distance.
Then enters Sarasvati, the goddess of learning. As the
peacock is her carrier, she tries to dance like a peacock.
She is shown to be riding a peacock in three ways. In the
first, an artificial peacock is tied round the waist of the
dancer. This is cumbrous and restricts free movement. In
the second method, an artificial peacock is held by the dancer
in between his thighs which action, naturally, restricts foot-
work all the more. In the third method, a peacock is made
of viralc and the body of the dancer is passed through a
hole at its centre so as to keep it at his waist. This equip-
ment is light and allows the maximum freedom of movement
possible for dancer on a 'peacock.' She holds kerchiefs in
her hands and waves them up and down making a fluttering
movement. Her foot-work is brisk, in marked contrast to
tha slow but elegant movements of her elephaht-headed
Lord.
The movements expressing heroic sentiment are stamp-
ing violently on the ground and pushing the arms in various
directions in full force. When, for instance, Hiranyaka-
shyapu enters the stage, he resorts to such movements for
making his presence felt by the spectators. The sentiment
of pathos shows naturally a contrast. The movements and
action of the wife of Hiranyakashyapu are more subdued and
subtle. The dramatic appearance of Nrisinha from the
wooden post in his half-human, half-lion form, creates a
sense of terror and the battle that ensues between Hiranyaka-
shyapu and Nrisinha thrills the audience. The climax is
reached at the terrible death which Hiranyakashyapu meets
at the hands of Nrisinha.
So is the battle of Rama and Ravana. The indefatigable
actors enter into all sorts of movments in wielding their wea-
pons till they are literally bathed in perspiration. In some
villages, I have found such fights going for more than an hour.
In one instate they had to continue the fight for more than
a couple of hours, since according to their belief Ravan must
be slain exactly with the sunrise and not earlier.